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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Providence, R. I, July 20, 1822. 


To the Editors of the Magazine, 

The following communication discloses an interview 
between a committee of the Rev. Mr. Wiuson’s church 
and Rev. FAYETTE Mace, Minister of the Universatist 
Society in this town, and its insertion in the Magazine 
is request >d by a number of the Members of said So- 
ciety. Ww. 

Messrs. Editors,—There has recently been an un- 
common excitement in this town, evidently originating 
from the preaching of Mr. M—t._ It is confined chiefly 
to the females. In consequence of which, many of 
the clergymen of the place have redoubled their cxer- 
tions in giving the most terrific description of the wrath 
of the Almighty, and the inconceivable horrors of a fu- 
ture and eternal hell. Many of the best informed, and 
most respectable part of the community, have uneqniv- 
ocally disapprobated those performances, whose mani- 
fest tendency is to impress the minds of the credulous 
and uninformed, with views of the Divine character, 
which, instead of conciliating that attachment, due 
from a creature to bis Creator, represent him as exer- 
cising more cruelty than the wild beast of the desert, 
or as exceeding the refined tortures of the rude and un- 
eultivated savage ! 

I have at length the most incontestible evidence that 
the opposers of liberal sentiments, are using their unit- 
ed exertion to prevent all those, over whom they have 
any influence, from hearing the Universalists or Unita- 
rians. I need not inform you, that the most.unjustifia- 
ble means are used with an evident design to keep the 
people in ignorance of our real] sentiments, and to per- 
petuate those prejudices, which originated in errone- 
cus impressions, and which have been carefully nourish- 
ed by the repeated misrepresentations, which have fal- 
len from the lips of those who profess to preach the 
gospel of peace. 

lt is a painful task to me, to be under the necessity 
of publishing to the world, that which will tend to the 
injury of the feelings of those, who perhaps, in their more 
deliberate moments,would not do any thing inconsistent 
with the character of a gentleman or achristian. But 
such is my duty to God, and to my fellow mortals, to 
whom my station in life renders me peculiarly responsi- 
ble, that a faithful disclosure of arecent occurrence is 
absolutely indispensable. 

There had been several, what is called, union prayer 
meetings in this town, at some of which | was present. 
The object of these meetings, it was stated, was to u- 
nite christians of different denominations. It was re- 
gretted by some, that so few were disposed to attend ; 
but s(ill the meetings were continued. It had been fre- 
quently suggested to me that it was a combination, de- 
signed solely toretard the progress of liberal christian- 
ity. But as their invitations were so general for any to 
speak, ! was disposed to puta different construction on 
the object of their meeting. It has been my usnal prac- 
tice, in the discharge of my official duties, as | have 
travelled through the country, to attend the meetings 
of different orders of christians ; and I have ever esteem- 
ed ita privilege, when liberty was given, to address 
the audience. 


Hearing of a public conference at the Rev. Mr. | 


Wilson's meeting house, on an evening last week, I re- 
paired to it with no other motive than to mingle in the 
company of those, whom { believed to be heirs of eter- 
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nal salvation, and to meditate on the things which con- 
cern our peace. After having heard severabvery se- 
rious and weighty exhortations, I felt disposed to throw 
my mite into the treasury. Whilst speaking on the 
most essential qualifications of a christian, the audience 
appeared to be unusually attentive, which induced me 
to speak to some length. The meeting closed in the 
greatest apparent harmony. 

I was called upon, yesterday, by deacon D. who 
stated that he was selected by the church committee to’ 
wait on me, and to reyuest me not to communicate 
any thing ofa religious nature, in any of their public 
conferences. To which, I replied, that 1 should by no 
means obtrude, upon them, any remarks of a religious 
nature contrary to their wishes; butthaatthe same time, 
I did not conceive that he would hesitate a moment to 


sir, of your objection to my speaking in those meetings 
where all religious characters are called upon to 
speak ? 

Deacon D. Ihave no objection to what you offer- 
ed on that occasion, and | speak the minds of all pre- 
sent. Iwas some distance from you, and did not 
know you at the time,—if ] had, I do not know what 
my impressions might have been; I was extremely de- 
lighted with your address. 

Mr. M, Then your objection is not founded on 
what was then offered ? 

Dea. D. No, indeed not. 

Mr, M. Have you any thing against my moral char- 
acter? 

Dea. D. No, nothing. You are respected as a chris- 
tian character among us. 

Mr. M. If you both liked my address, and have 
nothing against my character, why do you object to 
my speaking in your meetings, which are expressly for 
the purpose of uniting all christians? 

Dea. D. Your principles are so different from ours, 
that we do not think if prudent for you to have any 
thing to say to our people. 

Mr. M. Has not Mr. Wilson been frequently 
heard to say, that the Universalist doctrine is more 
consistent than the Calvinistic ? 

Dea, D. Icannot say that he has not? 

Mr. M. Could you feel yourself justified in carry- 


assign a reason for this prohibition. What is the ground, | 





ing the message to the Calvinist Ministers, who have 


brought to me, on account, as vou say, of my erroneous ) 
principles ? 

‘Dea. D. cannot say that I shovld. 

Mr. M. Then if there is any consistency in the con- | 
duct of your committee, it is out of my sight. You: 
must be convicted yourself, sir, of the folly of such pro- | 
ceeding®e,—I am sorry to say it, your conduct too: 
plainly indicates your fixed determination to retain | 
that prejudice against the system of universal and, 





| impartial goodness, which has been instilled into your | 
) minds by the gross misrepresentations, which have been 
| made and industriously circulated by those, who pre- 

tend to be the sall of the earth, and the favoriles of 
' Heaven. 


| As you have assigned no reason, but the incorrect- 

ness of my principles in justification of your procedure ; 
you will Jo me the justice (o show me my error, that | 
(snay profit by your instruction. 


Dea. D. 1 do not consider myself capable of hold- 


(ing any argument, but still | consider you in a great 
error. 
Mr. M. Did ycu ever hear me spesk in public? 








attended your union prayer meeting, which you have | 


— ~~ 

Dea. D. Not until that evening. 

Mr. M. By your conversation | perceive your ig- 
norance of that system, which you are pleased in so 
many words to call anerror. Nor is it strange you are 
ignorant of it. You have ever been taught to look 
upon it as the most dangerous heresy. The arguments, 
which appear to you, to be conclusive against the doc- 
trine, for which | contend, are founded on an entire 
misconception of what it is. You have come in a for- 
mal manner, pelifely, to request me not to speak in 
those meetings where all denominations are called up- 
ontounite. Yousay it is on account of my errors; but 
you confess your inability to point out one of them. | 
hope you will not consider me as harboring any bard- 
ness ayainst you, as a society, if I tell you plainly, that 
you are ignorant of the sentiments of our order, and 
that is the ground of your opposition to them,—I have 
no idea that the generality of your church would know- 
ingly misrepresent the sentiments of others. Had they 
taken half the pains to acquaint themselves with our 
system, that they have to oppose it, you would have 
been saved from the mortification, which you now evi- 
dently feel from conviction of the folly of your proce- 
dure. 

Dea. D. 1 cannot say, that I feel satisfied with the 
measure that we have taken ; but you may be sure itis 
not on account of any thing we have against you, that! 
was sent to request you not to speak in our meetings. 
| am one appointed by the church committee to bring 
this message to you. 

Mr.M. Does Mr. Wilson belong to that com- 
mittee ? 

Dea. D. He does. He is chairman. 

Mr. M. You have doubtless come then by his par- 
ticular request. You will please to mention to Mr. 
Wilson, that he is the frst person that ever forbade 
wy speaking in public. ‘There can be but little doubt, 
if he had the power, he would prevent my speaking at 
all in the name of my Lord and Master. SItisa 
sourse of consolation to me, that both civil and religious 
liberty is secured to us by the laws of our happy land. 
And notwithstanding the violent prejudices which many 
professed teachers of religion have against the system 
of Universal Benevolence, it is of God, and will pre- 
vail. Their power and influence are restricted. The 
light of truth will progress, and error must flee before 
it. There appears to be a systematic opposition to that 
gospel, which is good tidings of great joy which shall 
be to al] people, and which announces peace on earth, 
and good will tomen. J must declare, however, that 
I cap scarcely account for the conduct of those minis- 
ters, who consider me in so great an error as not to be 
entitled to common civility. I have preached regular- 
ly in this town, for some time; but not one of them hes 
tried to show me wherein Il am wrong. 1 should be 
happy to have an interview with your Minister on the 
subject of our sentiments, at any time or place that be 
shall designate ; and if he will convince me, that I aa 
in an error, | will make a public ackeowledgement of 
it. But such despicable means as are mace use of, by 
your church commilice (for | do not believe it is by the 
voice of the church) to keep your people in ignorance 
of the sentiments of a denos ination of Christians, who, 
as to their moral conduct, would not suder in being 
compared with any other in town, will surely be con- 
demned by every one, who takes this subject seriously 
into consideration, 

Dea. D. IT should like to ask you one question.— 
Io you believe with Mr. Wiuchester ? 
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Mr. M. \believe Mr. Winchester advanced many 
things in his writings, that are worthy of our serious 
consideration. But still | do not confine my belief to 
Winchester, nor to the writings of any other human 
being. The sacred record, I take, for the man of my 
council. There we read of the times of resiitulton of 
all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of ail 
his Holy Prophets, since the world began,—Acts iii 21. 
There we read, that there was given to him, (the Mes- 
siah,) dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all na- 
tions, people and languages, should serve him: his do- 
minion is an everlasting dominion, which shal) not pass 
away, and bis kingdom that which shall not be destroy- 
ed.—Dan. vii 14. Now, sir, can you tell me where you 
get your authority, for believing the devil’s kingdom is 
to Jast as long as God exists? You truly do not get it 
from the bible ; for there we have an account of his de- 
struction, and of the deliverance of all those who are 
led captive by him at his will. 

These are truths, sir, which the scriptures inculcate, 
and in which J firmly believe. 

Dea. D. Well Mr. M. if I am in an error, I hope to 
have an interest in your prayers, that I may be enlight- 
ened. 

Mr. M. Depend upon it, sir, my heart’s desire and 
prayer to God, are, that not only you, but the church, 
to which you belong, together with all the rest of my 
deluded fellow creatures, might come to the know!l- 
edge of that truth, which maketh free indeed. This 
prayer is offered up in faith, nothing doubting, for thus 
am | commanded to pray,-1 Tim. ii 1—8. I am fully 
persuaded, sir, that notwithstanding, | am debarred 
from the privilege of worshipping with you on earth, 
1 shall meet you beyond the skies, where your minister 
and church will be divested of all their prejudices, and 
will be heard to say, with every creature in heaven, 
and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are 
in the sea, and all that ar- in them,—Blessing and 
honor and glory and power, be unto Him that silteth 
aipon the throne and unto the Lamb forever and ever,— 
Rev. v 13. 

Dea. D. That is a glorious consideration truly. 

Mr. M. It is, and | could wish that you would ever 
bear it in mind. 

Dea. D. Farewell. 

Mr. M. Farewell,—may God bless you. 

FAYETTE MACE, 

Providence July 18, 1822. 

The above is the substance of what passed between 
@s on that occasion. The publichave an opportunity 
io ascertain correctly, from the above circumstance, 
‘what is the object of tbe Union Meetings which have 
recently been so frequent in different parts of our 
country. 


——D > ae 


ft4> The following is the remainder of the Essay from 
the Evening Gazettee, promised last week. 1¢ may 
be unnecessary to state, that we heartily accord in 
there sentiments.— Edilors. 


Christianity has been emphatically termed the social 
religion, and society is the proper sphere of all its du- 
ties as the ecliptic is of the sun. Society is a sphere 
that demands all our energies, and deserves all that it 
demands. He, therefore, that retires to cells and to 


caverns, to stripes and to famine, tocourt a more ardu- | 


ous conflict, and to win a richer crown, is doubly re- 
ceived—the conflict is less, the reward is nothing He 


may indeed wim a race, if he can be admitted to have | 


done so, who had no competitors, because he chose iv 
run alone—but he will be entitled to no prize, because 
he ran out of the course. “* Who hath required thts at 
your hand’ This single question ought to have made 


the ascetic pause, before he weaved his horse hair, or ‘to say that they have cried delusion / delusion ! Why 


platted his thong.—Alas ! how has the social aud cheer- 


time, and by knaves at another—by the self-tormentors | 
of the cell, or the all-tormentors of the conclave. In! 
this enlightened age, we despise perhaps the absurdities ' 
of the one and the atrocities of the other. The dayvis: 
gone by when saints could post to paradise by the 
smack oftheir own whip, as if virtue, like beauty, were 
only skin deep, and devotion, like a top, ceuld not be, 
kept up, but by flogging—as though the joys of heaven, 
like the comforts of an inn, required to be heightened 
by the p*ivations of the journey, and the ruggedness of 
the road. But after we have laughed at these things, 
let us look a little eertously at ourselves. Are there no 
other words ending in ism, that are now creating as 
many self-tormentors as catholicism has lost? Are 
there no protestants who are their own popes? And 
are there no dissenters from truth, as well as from error? 
Are there none whom Calvin has placed upon a spirit , 
ual pinnacle far more giddy and aspiring than the mar- 
ble pillar of St. Simeon? And are there none whom 
he torments with the scorpion-stings of a despair ten, 
times more horrible than the whips of St. Dominic— , 
who have perhaps escaped the melancholy of madness, 
only by exchanging it for the presumption of pride— 
denying that eternal mercy to others of which they 
themselves also once despaired, as though that were a 
fountain that thirst could diminish, or number ex-, 
haust? LACON, 
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In the American Baptist Magazine and Missionary 
Intelligencer, No. 10, new series, Vol. 3, for July, 1822, 
under the head of “ Revival of Religion,” there is a. 
letter pupporting to be written by Rev. Emory Osgood, 
dated Henderson, N. Y. Feb. 18, 1822. In this letter’ 
the following was found: ** There was a PRECIOUS: 
SHOWER. Some poor deluded Deists and Universalisis 
were made to feel that there was a HELL, and without 
Jesus they musi soon sink to rise no more.—But they. 


have found him of whom Moses in ihe law and the pro-' 
phets did write.” 


After requesting our readers to notice the qualifies of | 
what the above writer calls ** a precious shower,” the! 
following remarks are subjoined. 


It is a circumstance which demonstrates the rapid 
progress of truth, that the opposers of Universalism are 
very careful to trumpet aloud and emblazen upon their 
pages, an account of the conversion of every Universal- 
ist, who may have been driven to a belief of their un- 
merciful and unreasonable doctrines. ‘Ihis would not’ 
be done, were it a common thing. If these doctrines 
were true, and the minds of millions had been illumi- 
nated with their brilliant and genial influence, the Edi- 
tors of the Magazine and Intelligencer, could put little 
else ix it, if they were to publish accounts of one half 
those who were brought out of darkness into marvel- 
lous light. What a hue and cry is made! What mani- 
festations of joy! What boastings of victory! if a Uni- 
versalist renounce his belief, and subscribe to the idea 
of an endless bell! We will then consider it wonder- 
ful, as something new under the sun ! 

But these were poor deluded Universalists. I now, 





dal spirit of chrietianity been perverted by fouls at one| believing that ** Ged wil! have ali mem to be saved and 


in seriousness, ask the Editors of thie Magazine, why 
they never attempted publicly to prove that Universal- 
ism is a delusion. They know that thousands believe 
it, and the probability is, that tens of thousands more 
i will; and yet, all that these Editors can do to prevent 
, (his alarming increase of error is to cry delusion! delu- 
sion! Are they sensible of their awful responsibility ? 
Lo they know that the blood of these poor deluded, 
immortal souls will be found upon the skirts of their 
garinents? Why this inactivity? It will bea poor ac- 
count for them to rénder in the great day of judgiwent, 


do they not pretend to shew how a man is deluded in 





come unto a knowledge of the truth???) Why will they 
not be kind enough to tell me how | am deluded in be- 
lieving that “ all the nations which-God has made shai 
come and worship before him, and” glorify his name?" 
If this be a delusion, | should wish to know it, for I 
certainly Gnd it in the bible. When I 4nd it explicitly 
written in the holy bible, that ‘* all flesh shall see the 
salyation of God,’ my respect for its holy Author, wil] 
not permit me to hear this called delusion, without 
valling to have it proved. And now I call upon the 
Editors, of the American Baptist Magazine, tocome for- 
ward and prove that Universalism is a delusion, and. 
when this is done, (which I believe never can be,) | 
will give up a system which is entwined around my 
heart, and avow my belief ia the injurious, ungodlike 
doctrine of interminable misery. 

But these poor deluded Universalists were made to 
feel that there was a hell. This is an ungenerous issin- 
vation that Universalists believe there is no hell. This 
is an old:story, that people ag superstitious and bigoted 
as these Editors, told to our grand mothers a great ma- 
ny years ago. Universalists do believe there is a hell, 


‘and they see many already in it,. tormented day and 


night by the woful beast and his image. The Psalmist 
David and the prophet Jonah were once in it, and af- 
terwards were delivered from it, and praised God for 
the same. (See Ps, Ixxxvi 12 13, Jonah ii 1—6.) 

If these men who have been converted to a belief iz 
endless torment, had been Universalists, they would 
have known before that ‘* there was a hell, and with- 
out Jesus they must soon sink to rise no more ;” and 
with great respect, however, inform. these Editors, 
that if these people never, until that time, believed ina 
bell, and that without Jesus they must sink to rise no 
more, they never were Universalists. They might say 
that they were, and their minister might tell them to 
say so, but for al} I should doubt it. People that never 
saw a bible, nor thought of a Saviour, can be called Un 


‘versalists to promote the cause of priest-craft, and sup- 


port a declining system of doctrine ; and perhaps it has 


_ been a general practice to call those who believe noil- 
ing Universalists, if they are only sufficiently wicked. 


It is hoped that when any more deluded souls are 
brought to feel that there jp adell, they will be kind 
enough to inform us whetber they feel it in this, ora 
future state of being. RiCHARDS. 
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In the Albany Gazette and Daily Advertiser, of June 
22, 1822, there is a publication called, ** A narrative 
of the state of Religion, within the bounds of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church,” &c. signed 
** William Neill, stated Clerk, Philadelphia, May, 
1822.” 

As Mr. Neill is stated clerk to suid General Assem- 
bly, he may be considered the organ throuzh which the 
sentiments of the Presbyterians in this country are 
communicated to the public, and the proper medium 
throngh which to address those Presbyterian brethren. 
Hn this ight | wish to address Mr. Neill, apd to call his- 
attention to a paragraph, and a sentence, c mtained ju 
his narrative. They are the following—“ In seme parts 
of our lund, attempts are made to propagate the most 
pernicious errors. With a zeal worthy of a better cause, 
aud under lofty pretensions to superior rationality, and 
to deeper discoveries in religion, sonie are endeavoring 
to tuke away the crown from the Redeemer’s head, te 
degrade him who is the mighty Ged, and the prince of 
life, toa level with mere men, and to rob us of all ovr 
hopes of redemption through his blood. Pretending te 
a more expanded benevolence to man, and more enno- 
ibled ideas of the goodness und merey of God, they as- 
siduously propagate the sentiment that all aen will ul- 
timately obtain eternal happiness, however sinful theit 
present temper and conduct may be, without any re- 





gard to the cleansing ef the blood of atenement, or the 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





SIAL EE EI I IN ITI EL EE ITN I LIER, * 








ing influences of the spirit of God.” This is the 
paragraph. Now for the sentence—‘* We rejoice in 
the spread of the gospel— He shal] have dominion from 
sea to sea, and fromthe river unto the ends of the 
earth.” 

It appears, Mr. Neill, that those whom you aceuse of 
degrading ‘* bim who is the mighty God,” are such as 
believe in Universal Salvation; but, lest it should be 
thought they hold that salvation to be through the 
blood of bim whom they have degraded, which would 
be honoring him in the bighest possible manner, you 
assert that they hold, ‘* all men will ultimately obtain 
bappiness without any regard to the blood of atone- 
ment, or the sanctifying influences of the spirit of God.” 
If you are correct, sir, in your statement, the Univer- 
salists hold to ealvation without a Savionr, Although 
I am one of those odious characters, and have endeav- 
ored to inform myself in the doctrine, yet I never heard, 
before, that Univer-alists expected any would be saved 
but by * the sanctifying influences of the spirit of God.” 
1 did suppose, sir, that the belief of Universal Salvation 
was founded on such declarations of God, as that, He 
‘+ will pour, in the last days, his spirit upon all flesh,” 
and, *‘ He [Christ] shall reign from sea to sea, and 
from the river unto the ends of the earth.” Indeed, 
sir, | should have supposed, by your adopting the last 
quotation from scripture, and declaring you rejoice in: 
the spread of such a gospel, that our belief in Universal 
Salvation were the same as yaurs, had you not stigma- 
tised our’s with the epithet ** pernicious errors.” That 
you are a Universalist, however, there can be no doubt, 
if the sentiment be yours, that ‘* He shall] reign from 
sea to sea,’ &c. We, Universalists do advocate noth- 
ing more than is expressed in this quotation. The 
reign of Christ from sea to sea, atid from the river unto 
the ends of the earth, is all we contend for; but, 


gauctify 


periods and places, and yet is so bigotted, as to see on- 
ly the dark side of his subject, may, with propriety, 
be called, a blind guide. Such is the character of Mr. 
Adams, the author of the “ Religions World Display- } 
ed,’ or, what is worse, he isa wilful cajumniator, | 
This will be evident to every reader, possessed of any | 
generous feelings, 

In displaying the doctrine of the Universal Restora- 
‘ton, as he calls it, Mr. Adams at first uppears to be 
‘eandid, and states the subject as it has been defended ; | 
but he soon introduces a cruel misrepresentation. A-' 
mong many others, who have either embraced or favor- | 
ed the doctrine, he justly reckons Origen, Bishop New- | 
ton, the learned Petitpierre, Whiston and the famous 
Dr. Priestly, Chevalies Ramsay, Archbishop Tillotson, 
Dr. T. Burnet, the pious Wm. Law, Dr. Hartley, Dr. ; 
Rust, Dr. Chauncey end Mr. Winchester; the Men- | 
noniles, the harmless Tunkers and the Shakers. He 
allows that those who embraced thc doctrine, in the 
first centuries, were by Augustine, called, the merciful 
Doctors. 


As though determined to poison the feelings of his, John Birt, 29. 
, mos B, Esq. 14. 


readers against this weight of character and talents, he 
impudently subjoins the following : | 

** Nor need we be surprised that libertines an! Athe-! 
ists hold rr, (that God will save all men) and that they 
strive to bring others over to their opinions.” ' 

But who will not be surprised that a man of common | 
sense should write in such a manner? Could insinua-! 
tions be more unjust and calumnions ? 

How can an A/heist, who disbelieves in the exist- 
ence of God, hold the doctrine of Universal Restoration | 
through the Lord Jesus? Is it not the weakest insult | 
on the talents of all readers, to pretend, that men who) 
do not believe there is a God, are s/riving to convince! 
others that God so loved the world, as to send his Son! 


. . a 


MARRIED, 

In this City. —On Saturday evening last, at the Cath- 
olic Church, Mr. Edward Griffith to Mrs. Nancy O. 
Driscoll. . 

On Sunday morning last, at the North Church, by 
the Rev. Mr. Eaton, Mr. Edward Crehore to Miss Re- 
becca Silloway. 

By the Rev. Mr.-Pierpoint, Mr. Lewis Dupee to Miss 
Patty Hartshorn. 

By the Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. Adia W. Turtellot to 
Miss Elizabeth Elarris.. Mr. James Farrar to Miss Loisa 
Cary. 

In Marblehead.—By the Rev. Mr. Bartlett, Mr, Jobr 
Russell to Miss Abigail Pedrick. 

In Woburn.—By the Rev. Mr. Bennet, Col. Eph-- 
raim Stone to Miss Eunice Wyman. 


—_—————— 








DIED,. 
In this City.—Mr. Thomas Pelham, aged 38. Mr... 
Mr. Henry Prentice Binney, son of A- 

Miss Ann Hughes, 67. 

Capt. John Fillebrown, jr. eldest son ef Mr. Johv 
F. aged 38. 

In Walttham,.—Mr. Eliphbalet Hastings, jr: 48. 

In Gloucester.—Mr. Moses Dresser, 65.. Mr. Thom: 
as Brown, 30. Mrs. Charlotte Somes, 38. 

In Plymouth.—Mr. John Stevens, 68. 


In Charlesiown.—July 5th, Mrs. Mary Townsend, in: 
the 76th year of her age, relict of Mr. Samuel T. of 
suid places 

In the death of this amiable woman, her relatives and 


to save all sinners? The insinuation comes about as. friends have sustained a great'loss, the church of which 
near the truth, as we should, to contend thet Mr. Ad+|she was a worthy member, one of its brightest orna- 


ams was not blinded by education or interest, but, ments, one of its firmest, most. dignified and faithful 
wrote after the manner of candid, impartial. historians. giends. She was a firm believer, in the doctrine of 


This insinuation is no more consistent, than we should ? : : : 
be in the suggestion, that a blind man, who did not be- | Universal Restoration, the glorious and heart-cheering 


lieve there was any sup, was much engaged in con-| doctrive of the final Salvatien of all men, to happiness 


strange as it may seem to you, we consider this the! vincing people that the sun shone on all men, the evil! and peace, in and through Jesus Christ, who is declar- 


came thing as the pouring out of the divine spirit upon 
al] flesh, cleensing all flesh from sin, by its ** sanctify- 
ing influences.*? Now, sir, although you assert that we 
believe in the Salvation of al] men without sanctifica- 
tion, we will not be so ungenerous as to throw back 
the charge, but we will suppose, that when you say, 
He shall reign from sea to sea, &c. yon mean the 
spirit of God ;-and then nothing will lie in the way of 
our fellowshipping you, as a brother Universalist ; and 
hot only you, but fhe General Assembly of which you 
are the stated clerk, allowing your morals to be good. | 
Do not think, sir, that we shal] pride ourselves on this 
acquisition to ovr numbers, or talents. In both these 
particulars, sir, though our numbers haye been small, 
and our talents no wuy superior, we have been abun- 
dantly able to confute al] the arguments that could be 
brought against our cause, unless (which very frequent- 
jy has happened) they did confute themselves. All 
this, sir, because truth is.so much easier snpported than 
error and falsehood. Neither scatter yourself, sir, that, 
m being acknowledged by us as a Universalist, in sen- 
timent, you will not be liable, as such, to be severely 
reprimanded should you not be found to observe the 
strictest integrity in making statements, particularly 
public ones, and those giving a narrative of the stale of 
religion! ! You would find such an office as stated 
clerk (if such there be in the Universalist comm:inion) 
altogether untenable by one who is liable to such inad- 
Vertences as misrepresentations. This perhaps would 
convince you, in some measure, that we do not believe 
that a person can be so nearly in a state of salvation as 
to be fully allowed, in all respects, the appellation of 


Universalist, without “the sanctifying in@us uces of the 
spirit ef God.” JOHN BROOKS, 


Extract from the ‘Christian Inte'ligencer,’ June, 1822. 





A BLIND GUIDE EXPOSED. 


|) for, or renunciation of, the new, and to them, obnox 





A maa who undertakes to instruct the world by elab- 
orate works upon the different Religious Sy-tems, | 
which have-been ewbraced and defended, ef different | 


and the good. 
believe him, as we should be, were he to assure ns in 
the first place, that he never had any father, and then 
strive to make us believe that his father sent him to 
college, to strengthen aud enlarge his capacities, that 


did not hold that Gon loved the world! O, the 


ow- 
er of superstition! O, the blindness of Priests! . 





From the (London) Universal Theo. Magazine. 
The King of Prussia. 


A divine who had more respect for the character of 
the Deity and the supreme and rational eminence of 
his own nature, than to breathe eternity of torment for 
temporary crimes, many of which bear in themselves 
severe temporal as well as spiritual chastisement; ac- 
quainted his congregation that he conscientiously dis- 
believed itrevocable, czaseless, never-eoding punish- 
ment, but that he would admit one hundred years hea- 
vy future infliction for every twelve months of distipat- 
ed irreligious conduct in this life. Having preached 
with honest liberal zeal to this purpose, a number of 
gloomy zealots, who would not suffer the idea of a 
smiling Providence, reprobated bis discourse. 

A sovereign German prince (the king of Prussia) 
well known for uncommon expansion of min’, espe- 
cially in matters of religion, having heard that the cler- 
gyman just mentioned was excluded by the overheated 
part of bis foek from admission to performance of his 
functional duty, the sensil.:« prince ordered bin free 
admission to his parochial pulpit. 

On his first appearance therein under such irresistible 
authority, the chur h was crowced, and a most excel- 
lent sermon ensued, but not containing any apology 


ious doctrine, he had broached, they were so outrage- 
ous, that they used the arm of flesh, accompanied with 
many approbious terms agamet their spiritual guide as 
an apostate, heretic, and every thing ahominable. 

This being related to the monarch, he sent for the 
parson, and told him, * Sir, you are a man of Tihers! 
nd valuable talents, uonfortounstely connected with the 
most uncontrolable mulich people, erroneous by here- 
diary prejudices, and ohstinale by naturel cov.posi- 


| Wavering. 
he might comprehend the amaging fact, that an Atheist | 





tun; co back, compromise the matter, and since they 
are so fond of su!phurious ideas, let them know they 
havemy free coes mf, an’ you may add, yours, if they 





like, to be damned fo all efernity.”* 


We are under the same obligation to | ed in the sacred scriptures, to be the Resurrection and 


the Life, and the Saviour of the world. Holding fast 

her integrity until the howr of ber dissolution, without 
Blessed by her heavenly Father, with an 

amiable and happy disposition, and putting her confi- 

dence in early life, in the sacred oracles of God, she 

was enabled thereby to meet the storms and trials of 
adversity, todrink most deeply a portion of the bitter 

cup, in the sudden and unexpected transition of the 

beloved partner of her bosom to the world of spirits.— 

She was indeed a friend to the distressed, benevolent 

and charitable to all, sharing with the poor and necesr» 

tous, the bounties of an all-wise and munificent hand, 

But she is gone, like a shock of corn fully ripe, for her 

Master’s use. Earth was not her home; heaven and ~ 
her God had long attracted her waiting eyes, had long . 
heen the theme of her fondest hopes; and when upon 

her dying couch,her confidence in the everlasting promt- 

ses of God, did not forsake her. Looking around on her 

relatives and friends, she says, do not mourn for me, | 

am indeed happy. Death, my Jast enemy is destroyed, 

the path appears bright and glorious—I have full confi- 

dence in my Saviour. The glorious Sun of righteous: 

ness arose in her mind with healing in bis wings, ond 

appetsred without a cloud; and angels, we trust, kindly 

conveyed her immortal spirit into the arms of her Re- 

deemer and her God—there to flourish in imworta) avd 
eternal bloom. 

Hark! methinks some angel’s voice I hear, 

In strains of rapture strike ay trembling ear; 

WI « nevrn for me, or heave the bursting sigh, 

My soul’s in yeace and dweils with God on high—- 

Roll on, Almighty God, thy glorious gospel plen, 

Unfold eternal life to sinful, dying man ; ' 

Their lieerts in foith, their souls in truth and Jove, 

Shall bloom eternal in thy courts above, 

—6Ito . 

A good Conscience is to the sonk what health iete 
‘the body; it pre-erves a constant ease and sercnity 
within os, and more than countervatls all the calamities 
sad afflictions which can possioly befal us.— Annisone. 
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‘+ The invisible things of God from the creation of the 


world are clearly seen, being understood by the things | 


fhat are made.’ ‘** The Lord is good to ALL.”’ 


The radiant sun that rules the day 

On every creature shoots his rey ; 

The silver moon, the Queen of night, 

Shines upon all with equal light 5 

And stars, unnumber’d stars on high, 

That brilliantly adorn the sky, 

tmpartially emit their blaze, 

And God th’ eternal Ruler praise. 

The rolling cloud which swells with rain, 

The wind that sweeps th’ extended plain, 

The roaring thundcr’s awfel clash, 

The forked lightning’s fiery flash, 

The clatt’ring bail storm, and the snow 

That whitens nature’s face below, 

Nefreshing showers that gently fall, 

And birds that sing at nature’s call, 

‘The cataract’s impetuous pour, 

‘The wave that breaks upon the shore, 

‘The fish that in the billows play, 

And through the water speed their way, 

And mountains high, and vailies deep, 

Creatures that range, arid things that creep, 

And ev'ry plant, and ev’ry flower, 

And ev’ry day, and ev’ry hour, 

And ev’ry moment as it flies, 

And forests that majestic rise, 

Whose tow’ring tops salute the skies ;— 

‘These scenes in nature all express 

Impartial wisdom, love and grace. 

Survey God’s works, you cannot see 

Avught but impartiality. W. 
— : Dp ) 


SELECTED. 


FRIENDSHIP. 
Brightly glows the glitt’ring gem, 
Sparkling is the diamond's gleam ; 
Brilliant is the sunny ray, 
Beaming on the golden day ; 

But brighter, warmer, is the glow, 

‘That Frrexpsure’s cheering smiles bestow. 
Fair is natore’s verdant scene, 

Sweet the vale, the waving green ; 
Soft the fragrant downy heath, 
Mild the gentle zepbyr’s breath ; 

Yet fairer, sweeter, is the ray, 

‘hat mildly brightens FRrENDSHIP’S day. 
Tuneful are the warblers’ notes 
Swelling from their mellow throats ; 
Soft is music’s dulcet pow’r, 

Stealing on the silent hour ; 

Yet softer, and more tuneful far, 

Tbe gentle straias of FRIENDSHIP are. 
Majestic is the spangled night— 
Soothing Cyntia’s silver light, 

Sweetly soothing is the ray, 
As her beams on ocean play ; 

But nobler still, and more divine 

Glows the flame on FRiENDSHIP’S shrine. 
Pure and sacred spring of love 
Giv’n to man from Gop above ; 

Beam of Heav’n’s resplendent throne, 
Emblein of the Erernar One! 
Theme of the angel's golden lyre, 


Oh! Jet thy rays oy soul inspire. MORA, 





“The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor,”’— 


Luke iv 18. 

| Itisa question, which has laid with much weight 
| upon many minds, why Jesus should direct bis apos- 
'tles to ** go into all the world, and preach the gospel | 
to every creature,” and yet perticularize only the poor 

as the subjects of his own ministry. This seeming in- 

congruity, however, will immediately vanith, if we con- 

sider, that Jesus preached the truth to people of all de- 

nominations, and dispositions, yet that this truth was 

not gospel to any except those who, in the text, are 

denominated ‘* (he poor.’ The word Gospel signifies 

|good news, glad lidings, welcome intelligence, The 

‘truth which Jesus came into the world to communicate 

| was glad tidings to the poor, and, of course, was gospel 

to them, and to them ouly. 

The following query may now have arisen in the 
mind of the reader, viz. If this be true, why is the gos- 
pel called ** gond tidings of great joy to all people ?” 
We are by no means disposed to disallow that the gos- 
pel, in a sense, and in a very important sense, is ** good 
tidings of great joy to ali people,’ yet we presume, that 
jin another plain, and yet very peculiar sense, it is gos- 
| pel only to **the poor.’? The angel, to the shepherds, 
said, ** | bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people.*? He did not intimete, that this 
was ** good tidings of great joy to al! people,” at that 
time. We are led to believe that the doctrine which is 
now opposed by a great many, will eventually be ac- 
knowledged by them to be “ good tidings of great 
joy.” 

We will, in the first place, inquire tho were nof “the 
poor’ mentioned in the text? Who were those that 
did not regard Jesus as the Saviour of the world? Who 
sith those that murmured because he kept company 











with sinners?) Whe were those that disdained to bear 
the doctrine of God’s impartial love, and thought them- 
selves the only favorites of God? ‘To such the gospel 
of impartial salvation was not good tidings. They 
| were not the poor in spirit, and their’s were not the 
blesssings of the kingdom of Universal love, life and 
roy Are there any such in this age? Are there 
any who cannot bear to hear, that ‘God will have all 
men to be saved and to come upto the knowledge of 
the truth?? Are there any who do not wish to believe, 
that ‘all flesh shall see the salvation of God” that all 
who ‘have borne the image of the earthy, shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly ?? that ‘all the ends of 
the world shall remember and turn unto the Lord, and 
all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before him ?” 
that * all the nations which God has made shall come 
and worship before him, and glorify his Hame?? We 
believe that such there are among us. We do not 
mean that all who do not believe the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Salvation, are opposed to it ia spirit; for there 
are maby such whose heart’s desire and prayer to God 
is that it might be true. We do notwithstanding be- 
lieve, that there are so:.e opposed to this doctrine to 
the very bottom of their souls, not because they think 
it not true, but because they do not wish it to be so.—- 
Many of them know too much to think God is the Be- 
ing they represent him to be ; their pretences to this 
appear specious. We do not think that their opposi- 
tion arises from a conviction of its falsity ; but froma 
deadly enmity and hatred to impartiality end Universal 
goodness. ‘hese feelings have been produced by an 
injurious education and fostered by habit and practice. 
they have been led to think that there are, and ought 
to be great distinctions among mankind ; that equality 
would be detrimental to the interests of society. 





ane 
: : ne 
vobilily in Great Britain would think that nature her- 





ates ie 
seli was out of order if these they call the lower class 





| They have always considered themselves the lords and 


gods of this jower creation, and looked upon otLers as 
the vassals and sJaves that God made for them. Now 
afirm and constant hatred to equality will naturally 


jexist in their minds, ‘They will cherish it; and it will 
| grow with their growth, and increase with their years, 


This same disposition will bave a powerful influence 
upon their religious opinions. They reflect while this 
fixee principle is within them 5; and we think it almost 
impossible for them to love a doctrine which levels 
all these distinctions, which are so many barriers to Uni- 
versal equality. It is impossible that the idea of God’s 
equal love should be pleasing to them while they are in 
this situation; and it is altogether natural for such 
people to suppose that they are the peculiar favorites 
of heaven. No wonder that they believe in election 
and reprobation ; little else is congenial to royal blood, 
People of this disposition are in the scriptures devomi- 
pated the rich; that is to say, they are spiritually rich, 
in their own opinion. It does not always mean the 
rich in purse, for sometimes the poorest of men in this 
respect, are the most proud, and self-righteous. ‘There 
is no difficulty im ascertaining who these people are. 
Say afew words to them about the unbounded mercy 
and impartial love of God, and they will manifest their 
disposition very soon. Tell them God designs the sal- 
vation of all men, and you will see that this is not gos- 
pel to them. We would not be understood to say, 
that they are not considered religious men, they are in- 
deed theught to be the wost religious. They are those 
that make great pretensions to religion—They are those 
that look down upon their fellow men as sinners—They 
are those that disfigure their faces, and make long pray- 
ers—They are those, so fearful of associating with sin- 
ners, and so fearful ‘hat sinners never will be punished 
—They are those who say to their neighbors, ** stand 
by thyself, come not near me, for | am holier than 
thou’’— They are those who style themselves God's «- 
lect; they have, in their imaginations, exalted then- 
selves to a pinnacle, from whence they expect to loox 
down and see others burping in the dames of hell for- 
ever, whose groans aud cries will be the fruittul source 
of their joys through alleternity. Is it possible that 
to these people, the Saviour of the world can be a wel- 
come messenger, as such? Ah true, it will do to call 
him so for distinction’s sake ; but can the idea that he 
will save all men from sin, and bring them al! into che 
situation, be good tidings to such people ? 

Their exact character is discoverable in those who 
were displeased with the good man of the house, be- 
cause he gave to every manapenny. They thought 
it ought not s9 to be, and they murmured, not because 
they had not received what they agreed to labor ior, 
but because the others had as much as they. Itis exect- 
ly so with the spiritually rich. Eternal lile is all they 
want, and all they can have. They never oppose the 
impartiality of God because it does not give to tle 
enough, but because it gives others as much. They 
say there would be no joy nor heaven in a future world, 
unless they could look down upon the damned in hell, 
and behold their misery. The elder brother of the pro- 
digal son never thought to murmur at his father’s con- 
duct, before he received the prodigal home again. The 
father had always treated him well enough before, as 
well as he wished, for ought we learn. He certainly 
did him no injustice by this act. But his proud spirit 
could not bear the idea ef having the sinner received. 
Me never could have bad any wore, if, the prodigal had 
never returned, but he did not wish bis brother to en- 


joy what he did. We fear there are too many in the 


world of the sam~ disposition, who would willingly sbut 
the door of heaven against those who, in reality, are no 
wickeder than themselves, and who think God would 
do them injustice, were he to admit such to the enjoy- 
ment of his presence, 

We rejoice that the time is coming, when every val- 
ley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill made 
low; then this gospel, so:much despised, ** shall be unto 
all people good tidings of great joy.” RICHARDS. 





ry ~Y 
To Readers and Correspondents. 


Errata in our last.—In the Essay on Justice and 
Mercy, 4th line from the beginning, for acqusilions, 
read requisilions ; also in the next column, 38th line 
from the top, for men, read error. 

In the Essay by Lacon, 8th line from beginning, for 
misapprobation, read misappropriation ; also, in the 
11th line, for 7t, read ts ; and in the next line, for 
sorely, read solely. 

In the Remarws on Lover of Truth, Jast column of 


Y “ t I, 
Bi ai Ae a ae ‘@°S ithe 20th page, 10th line from the top, for change, read 
, were possessed of privileges and rahts equal to theirs. ! & Ps ‘ 6”? 


charge. 
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